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Commander-in-Chief to object to this system, and he
desired to create a department dealing with military
administration in every branch, of which the Com-
mander-in-Chief should be the head.

Lord Curzon, however, with the support, it should
not be forgotten, of the Members of his Council,
held that in this event all military authority would
be concentrated in the hands of the Commander-in-
Chief, whereby the supreme control of the Civil
Power over the army would be lost.

The Secretary of State, Lord Midleton, was
willing to retain the Military Member of Council,
but in a position in which Lord Curzon thought he
would not be able to tender independent advice
upon military matters, in which case the Governor-
General in Council would be left without expert aid
to face the Commander-in-Chief reinforced with
largely increased powers.

Lord Curzon also thought that the Member for
Military Supply, as the new occupant of the old
office on the new footing was to be called, should be
an officer whom the Government considered fit] to
be their general adviser in military matters.

It was hard for the Government of India to
object to a reform which had been approved by a
Committee of which two ex-Commanders-in-Chief
in India, Lord Roberts and Sir George White, were
members, but they had no liking for the change,
ind desired to appoint an officer of whom the